THE   SUN   AND   THE  SERPENT

the light to the Arya. The Dasyu has been set
aside on thy left hand." x

Thus we see that Vritra was an Asura, a Dasyu,
and a Danava, and was also of the serpent race
of Ahi. It is evident, therefore, that all these
were but different designations for the same
chief, or for the same people.

In the Sama Veda we find further proof that
the Asuras and Dasyus, Daityas and Danavas,
were hostile tribes. Thus it is said: " O Indra,
when fleeing from Vritra Asura's wrath, all the
gods, thy friends, deserted thee."2 And again:
" Indra, like a friend, advanced to the front
of the battle and slew Vritra. He, like a hero,
hewed down the hosts of the Danavas, and, as
a protector, subdued our foes." 3 Then we have :
" All the moving tribes of men bow down before
the wrath of Indra, as all the rivers bend toward
the sea. He strikes off the head of the earth-
shaking Vritra, with his rain-causing, hundred
spiked vajra" (thunderbolt).4 And further:
" Indra is the devourer of Vritra, overthrower
of Bala, the destroyer of cities, and the shedder
of water." 5

In each of these passages Vritra appears as
an Asura warrior.

1 Rig Veda, II. xi. 18.       2 Sama Veda, Stevenson, I. iv. 2.
3 Sama Veda, II. v. 22.    4 Ib. II. xvii. 13.
5 Ib. II. xix. 3.
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